
Pass This On – Lent 5B (3/21/2021) 
 
It's a common thing for a person to want to "be somebody." In your life, have you had someone who 
wanted to be a VIP; to outrank everybody else? Maybe you've been that person? 
 
In this Sunday's Bible reading from Mark's gospel, a situation something like this occurs. Two of the men 
who have been following, listening to, and learning from Jesus come up to Him. They have a request: 
"Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory" (Mark 10:37).  
 
This doesn't sit well with their friends, the rest of the people who are part of Jesus' inner circle. "And 
when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John" (Mark 10:41). It seems that they 
were feeling a bit of what William Shakespeare called the "green-eyed monster" – jealousy. 
 
That's the problem when people wants to be somebody, to be number one and in charge, to have a 
place of prominent position. Life becomes a competition, and there have to be winners and losers, 
masters and servants. 
 
Jesus, though, teaches how things really ought to be: "Whoever would be great among you must be 
your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all" (Mark 10:43–44). That is, the 
greatest are those who humble themselves and concerns themselves with the needs and betterment of 
others, not themselves. 
 
And certainly the greatest is Jesus Himself. "For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many" (Mark 10:45). Jesus, perfect though He is — True God 
that He is, through whom all things were made! — He willingly made Himself the servant of all. Jesus 
gladly took the place, and died for the sin, of the whole world. Truly no one is more important than 
Jesus, yet He made everyone more important than Himself. 


